Hypercalcemia and lipoid pneumonia.
A 49-year-old man with an 11 year history of NIDDM presented hypercalcemic and with acute on chronic renal failure. His only symptoms were mild anorexia and nausea. Four years previously he had been diagnosed as having lipoid pneumonia, with classical histological findings. On this admission, serum parathyroid hormone was suppressed and 1,25 dihydroxyvitamin D levels elevated. The cause of his hypercalcemia presumably was ectopic 1 hydroxylation of 25 hydroxyvitamin D in the chronic granulomata in his lungs. It should be emphasised that any chronic granulomatous disease, and not just sarcoidosis, may be a cause of hypercalcemia.